
El Serenar del tráfico en
la Vecindad Samos 
- por Henry Jacobson

(Traducido por Bill
Maytorena)

La Vecindad Samos está
colocada entre Grant Road y
Glenn y entre las avenidas
Campbell y Mountain.

En el año 2002 algunas
personas en la vecindad se
reunieron y decidieron tratar
los problemas a causa del
aumento del tráfico de las
arterias contiguas que se
desborda por nuestras calles
locales. También queremos
estimular interés en el mejoramiento de la jardinería

ornamental en nuestra
área. Discutimos alternati-
vas en las reuniones de
nuestra asociación de la
vecindad Samos y en nue-
stro grupo núcleo fue
seleccionado para formar
el comité de tráfico y para
explorar soluciones.

Este grupo núcleo se
extendió para incluir resi-
dentes de la vecindad
quienes tenían experien-
cia en el planeamiento,

arquitectura de jardinería
ornamental y la ingeniería.

Estos profesionistas se reunieron y desarrollaron
planes para tratar con las condiciones locales.
Tuvimos reuniones en la vecindad, distribuimos
explicativos por correo por el Departamento de
Recursos de la
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PRO Neighborhoods envi -
sions a Tucson/Pima County
community made up of groups of
diverse residents and associa-
tions working effectively together
and in partnership with existing
institutions, businesses and
organizations to mobilize
resources essential to enhance
their neighborhoods. Our ulti-
mate goal is that everywhere you
go in Pima County, neighbors are
helping neighbors, diversity is
celebrated, and people are proud
of where they live.

PRO Neighborhoods believes
that communities are built upon
the assets of individuals, groups
and organizations. Based on this
belief, PRO Neighborhoods
upholds the following values:

People’s Abilities
People have the experience,
skills and knowledge to make
their neighborhoods more live-
able.
Associations
Associations composed o f  volun-
teer residents magnify and mobilize
the gifts of individuals.
Grassroots Change
Action at a grassroots, neighbor-
hood level is critical in bringing
about positive community
change.
Responsiveness
PRO Neighborhoods is commit-
ted to flexibility and creativity in
our work so that we are most
responsive to our community.
Partnerships
Founded on the private-public
partnership that is PRO
Neighborhoods, we encourage
efforts that bridge across gender,
racial, cultural, generational and
economic boundaries. We also
promote collaborations between
individuals, groups, organiza-
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In 2002 several people in the neighbor-
hood got together and decided to address
problems due to increasing traffic from adja-
cent arterials spilling onto our local streets.
We also wanted to encourage landscape
improvements in our area. We discussed
alternatives at Samos Neighborhood
Association meetings and a core group was
selected to form a Traffic Committee and
explore solutions. 

This core group expanded to include
neighborhood
residents with
planning, land-
scape archi-
tecture, and
e n g i n e e r i n g
e x p e r t i s e .
These neigh-
borhood pro-
fessionals met
and developed
alternate plans
to address
local condi-
tions. We held
neighborhood
meetings, dis-
tributed explanatory mailers through the City
Department of Neighborhood Resources,
and collected signatures of approval from
Samos residents as required by the City
Department of

(continued on page two)

The Samos neighborhood is located
between Grant Road and Glenn and
between Campbell Ave and Mountain Ave.
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A landscaped traffic circle in the Samos neighborhood

Traffic Calming in Samos
Neighborhood

- by Henry Jacobson 
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Transportation. In addition City engineers attended
Association meetings to explain the process and address
concerns.

After making contact with City engineers to determine
our options, we decided to pursue installation of traffic cir-
cles and other infrastructure to mitigate traffic as well as
increase public landscaping. In 2002 we were awarded a
PRO Neighborhoods grant to hire a private contractor to
construct 3 traffic circles at key intersections within our
neighborhood. We also solicited funds from interested resi-
dents, Salpointe High School, and several local businesses
to fund landscape improvements within the completed cir-
cles. 

In 2003 we were
awarded a $50,000
Back-to-Basics Grant
from our Ward 3
C o u n c i l m e m b e r ,
Kathleen Dunbar,
and utilized these
funds to complete 7
additional circles, 2
sets of chicanes (see photo), and 1 median island at loca-
tions determined through the previous planning process
and approved by neighborhood consensus.

In order to make landscape improvements for the Back-
to-Basics funded circles, we applied for and received a sec-
ond PRO Neighborhoods grant in the fall of 2004. Planting
parties were scheduled and landscaping was completed by
neighbors during the spring of this year.

Several neighbors decided to include public art in the
recently constructed and landscaped circles. We solicited
statements of interest from local artists and craftspeople
and formed a committee to judge the entries. In order to pay
for these features, we applied for and received a grant from
the Tucson Pima Arts Council.  

Groups interested in similar projects should be prepared
to break down their wish list into small components and
phase their projects as money and manpower is available.
City staff is typically very helpful in the process. They will
send informational literature to local residents and attend
local meetings as needed to explain options and address
concerns. It always takes longer to implement a project
such as this than first thought. For this reason it is important
to recruit as many interested neighbors as possible so as to
share the load, keep priorities in focus and make sure that
the project moves forward.

Vecindad de la Ciudad de Tucson y colectamos firmas de
aprobación de residentes de Samos como es requerido por el
Departamento de Transportación de la Cuidad de Tucson.
Además ingenieros de la Ciudad asistieron a las reuniones de
la asociación para explicar el proceso y tratar con preocupa-
ciones.  

Después de hacer contacto con los ingenieros de la Ciudad
para determinar nuestras opciones, decidimos seguir la insta-
lación de círculos de tráfico y otra infraestructura para serenar
el tráfico así como aumentar la jardinera publica.  El en año
2002 PRO Neighborhoods nos otorgó fondos para emplear
un contratista particular para construir 3 círculos de tráfico en
intersecciones principales dentro de nuestra vecindad.
También solicitamos fondos de residentes interesados,
escuela secundaria Salpointe y varios comercios locales para
proveer dinero para el mejoramiento de la jardinería dentro
los círculos ya construidos.

En el año 2003 se nos otorgó $50,000 del fondo Back to
Basics del distrito 3 de la concejal Kathleen Dunbar y usamos
estos fondos para completar 7 círculos mas, 2 sistemas de
desviación "chicanes" (mire foto) y una isla mediana en
lugares determinados por el proceso anterior de planeamien-
to y aprobado por el consenso de la vecindad. 

Para hacer mejoramientos de la jardinería para los círcu-
los por los fondos de Back to Basics, nosotros solicitamos por
y recibimos fondos por segunda vez de PRO Neighborhoods
en el otoño del año 2004.  Se programaron reuniones para
sembrar y de jardinería que se completaron por los vecinos
durante la primavera de este año.

Varios vecinos decidieron incluir arte público en los círcu-
los recientemente construidos y estilo de jardinería.
Solicitamos por declaraciones de interés de artistas y arte-
sanos locales y formamos un comité para premiar a los
ganadores de las mejores obras.  Para pagar por esto, solici-
tamos por y recibimos fondos del Concilio Tucson Pima Arts.

Grupos interesados en semejantes proyectos deben de
separar la lista de lo que desean en partes pequeños e intro-
ducir estos proyectos a como estén disponibles el dinero y
mono de obra.  El grupo de la Cuidad típicamente ayuda bas-
tante en el proceso.  Le mandaran información escrito a los
residentes locales y asistirán a reuniones locales como sea
necesario para explicar las opciones y tratar con preocupa-
ciones.  Siempre se tarda mas para implementar un proyecto
así como este de cómo habíamos pensado.  Por esta razón
es importante recutir a tantos vecinos interesados los mas
posibles, para compartir el peso de tarea, mantener el
enfoque de las prioridades y asegura que siga progresando.

Samos
(continued from page one)

Samos
(continued from page one)

A chicane in the Samos neighborhood



GRANTS - WHERE THEY ARE AND
HOW TO GET THEM

Presented by Jean Lewis and Karen Koevary of the
Tucson Pima Public Library Grants and Nonprofit

Information Center and Pat Devito of Metropolitan Housing
Corporation and Independent Consultant

Thursday, December 8, 2005
from 5:00 to 9:00 PM

320 N. Commerce Park Loop, Tucson
Light dinner served

SUPPORTING SENIORS: CULTURAL COMPETENCY
Presented by John Evans of the Arizona Attorney

General's Office and Donna Wagner
Saturday, December 10, 2005

from 9:00 PM to noon
320 N. Commerce Park Loop, Tucson

WORKSHOPS SPONSORED BY
PRO NEIGHBORHOODS 

DISCOVERING WHAT YOUR COMMUNITY CARES
ENOUGH ABOUT TO ACT ON: AN ASSET BASED 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT APPROACH TO 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZING

Presented by Mike Green, ABCD Training Group,
Denver, CO

Saturday, October 15, 2005
from 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

320 N. Commerce Park Loop, Tucson
Light lunch served

DIVERSITY! A COMMUNITY ASSET
Presented by Leondra Price, City of Tucson Office of

Equal Opportunity Programs
Tuesday, October 18, 2005 

from 6:00 - 9:00 PM
320 N. Commerce Park Loop, Tucson

UNCOVERING COMMUNITY ASSETS
Presented by Roque Barros, Jacobs Center for

Neighborhood Innovation, San Diego, CA
Saturday, November 5, 2005

from 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
320 N. Commerce Park Loop, Tucson

Light lunch served

WORKSHOPS SPONSORED BY
THE SOUTHERN ARIZONA
COMPASSION INITIATIVE

SUPPORTING SENIORS: CULTURAL COMPETENCY
Presented by John Evans of the Arizona Attorney

General's Office and Donna Wagner 
Wednesday, September 21, 2005 

from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM
Columbus Library, 4350 E. 22nd St., Tucson

UNDERSTANDING THE POWER OF COMMUNITY
ASSETS: MAKING THINGS HAPPEN WITH

WHAT WE ALREADY HAVE
Presented by Dan Duncan of United Way of Tucson and

Southern Arizona and the ABCD Institute
Saturday, October 8, 2005

from 9:00 AM - noon
320 N. Commerce Park Loop, Tucson

LEAP-FROG YOUR ORGANIZATION AHEAD: UNDER -
STAND THE WHYS AND WHEREFORES OF STRATE-
GIC PLANNING AND THE DYNAMIC RESULTS YOU

CAN GET FOR YOUR ORGANIZATION
Presented by Beth Walkup, Business Consultant

Tuesday, October 11, 2005
from 3:00 - 6:00 PM

320 N. Commerce Park Loop, Tucson

READY, SET, GO!  LAUNCHING YOUR PROJECT AND
GETTING IT DONE

Presented by Diann Belleranti of 
Affordable Services for Nonprofits 

Tuesday, November 1, 2005
from 6:00 - 9:00 PM

320 N. Commerce Park Loop, Tucson

RUNNING EFFECTIVE MEETINGS
Presented by Freda Johnson of Rillito Consulting Group

Tuesday, November 15, 2005
from 9:00 AM - noon

320 N. Commerce Park Loop, Tucson

FUNDRAISING 101
Presented by Jenny Carrillo of Beyond Fundraising

Saturday, December 3, 2005
from 9:00 AM - noon 

320 N. Commerce Park Loop, Tucson

All workshops are FREE. 
Space is limited and you must register to reserve your spot.

Call 882.5885 or go to our web site:
www.proneighborhoods.org.
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Department of 
Neighborhood Resources

City of T ucson

Mission

The Department of Neighborhood Resources (DNR) brings focus and priority to neighborhood
needs and promotes greater involvement of citizens in City of Tucson government.  We place
an emphasis on providing citizens with direct information about city services, connecting citi-
zens with personnel and resources for effective service delivery.

Department of Neighborhood Resources
P.O. Box 27210

Tucson, AZ 85726
(520) 791-4605

How do DNR Services Enhance the Ability of Neighborhoods?

By using DNR services, neighborhoods can:

* Build a strong working relationship with their city government
* Create strength from diverse interests that exist within the neighborhood
* Learn more about their neighbors and take responsibility for each others needs

Individual Development and Empowerment Account
(IDEA) Program - Wells Fargo has worked with the City
of Tucson to provide up to $90,000 in Federal Home Loan
Bank (FHLB) IDEA matching funds to families participat-
ing in the city's Family Self Sufficiency program. This
Program allowed a $3 to $1 match to low-income families
who had saved money through the Family Self
Sufficiency program in order to purchase a home.

An Ongoing Thank you to our 2005 Fiesta de los Barrios Sponsors

Wal-Mart Foundation - 
Contact: Local Wal-Mart store managers for assistance.
Eligible Activities: General support; operating expenses;
emergency grants; employee matching gifts supporting
social services; community affairs, including economic
development, environment, safety, zoos, and botanical
gardens.
Grant Range: $25 - $4,000
Deadlines: Application process is continuous



PRO Neighborhoods Announces Recipient s
of the Planning and Design Service Award

Three neighborhood groups have received a PRO
Neighborhoods Planning and Design Service Award.
These groups will be partnered with planning and/or
design professionals to undertake conceptual planning
and design for physical changes to the neighborhood.

The three neighborhood project s are:

Ironwood Ridge Neighborhood Association for
"Ironwood Ridge Neighborhood Improvement Plan." This
project will involve neighbors working with planners to pri-
oritize neighborhood improvement ideas, develop cost
estimates for different projects, and establish a timeline
for implementation into a Master Plan. 

Silvercrof t Neighborhood Association for "Connecting
Silvercroft: Silvercroft Wash Community Link Project."
The group's vision is to develop Silvercroft Wash to con-
nect Grant and Speedway in order to facilitate healthy
lifestyles, thoughtful infill, alternative transportation, and
people-oriented neighborhoods.  Engineers and planners
will help neighbors explore options such as nature walks,
bicycle paths, exercise stations, community art, and vari-
ous themed gardens and plantings along the wash. 

Shannon/Broadway Shared Use Path Design
Committee for "Shannon/Broadway Shared Use Path
Design." Planners, engineers, and landscape architects
will help residents explore design opportunities for a
shared-use path on an unused portion of the existing
pavement in the neighborhood.

PRO Neighborhoods W ishes to 
Congratulate the Following Group s

Family Childcare Providers - Awarded $4,000 for a
Learning Library. The group will create a lending library
through which community childcare providers will have the
opportunity to borrow furniture, toys, and teaching materials
so that each provider can work different areas of their cur-
riculum.

Sopori Family Literacy Project -Awarded $3,450 for
Bilingual Literacy Book Bag Program. To promote the love
of reading in Amado, the Sopori Family Literacy group
plans to loan English and Spanish books to the Sopori
School community. 

Annual Community Herit age Festival Planning
Committee - Awarded $2,550 for Annual Community
Heritage Festival. The group will organize a Fall Festival for
October 2006. This event will feature storytelling, historical
and educational presentations, food, children's crafts and
activities, ethnic basket weaving, music, and community
resource booths as well as private craft vendors.

Barrio Centro - Awarded $2,000 for the Bristol Park Art
Project. This project involves beautifying the park by
installing mosaic art on park benches. The group will organ-
ize a neighborhood festival at the conclusion of the project.

La Madera Park Redesign Group -Awarded $1,500 for La
Madera Fitness Outreach. As a part of a multi-year plan to
transform La Madera Park into an open access fitness
resource, the group's objective is to purchase and install fit-
ness equipment for adults and children.  

Rosemont W est Neighborhood Association - Awarded
$1500 for Neighbor to Neighbor. Neighbor to Neighbor pro-
poses to set up a network of volunteers to provide services
to elderly and disabled neighbors with a temporary need (
e.g., help after surgery). The project will include recruiting
volunteers, publicizing the service to potential recipients,
and matching volunteers with neighbors requesting the
services.
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Santa Cruz River Farmers’ Market The Community Food Bank
announces the opening of the Santa Cruz River Farmers' Market,
bringing fresh, local and naturally grown fruits and vegetables to
Westside residents directly from producers. The farmers' market will be
weekly on Thursdays from 4 pm - 7 pm at the Santa Cruz River Park
on the West bank of the Santa Cruz River just south of Speedway
Boulevard.
Pima County Neighborhood Reinvestment Program - In special
elections held in May of 1997 and again in May of 2004, voters in Pima
County approved that bond funds be used for small scale improvement
projects in the neighborhoods with economic and social need. The
Neighborhood Reinvestment Program was established to promote sta-
bility and revitalize these communities through the funding and imple-
mentation of community enhancement projects. For program informa-
tion and/or to request a proposal application, please contact:Leslie
Nixon, Neighborhood Reinvestment Program Manager Community
Development and Neighborhood Conservation Kino Service Center
520.243.6777 lnixon@csd.pima.gov. 
MTV and Youth V enture - are teaming up to offer up to $1,000 each
week to young people who are making a difference by creating and
leading their own ongoing organizations, clubs or businesses that
address a need in their community. a think Venture must focus on one
of the following issue areas: discrimination, education, environment,
global issues, sexual health each week, one grant will be awarded to
a group of young people who submit the most compelling and sustain-
able think venture application. See http://www.mtv.com/thinkmtv/fea-
tures/ventures/
National Park Service - Rivers, T rails, and Conservation Assist ance
Program - The Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program,
also known as Rivers & Trails or RTCA, works with community groups
and local, State, and federal government agencies to conserve rivers,

preserve open space, and develop trails and greenways. The RTCA
program implements the natural resouce conservation and outdoor
recreation mission of the the National Park Service in communities
across America. www.nps.gov/rtca/
Trees for Neighborhoods - Trees for Tucson can provide trees at
half price ($5 per five-gallon sized; $15 per fifteen-gallon sized) for
individual residents or groups of residents in a neighborhood who
would like to plant trees along their streets. Trees can also be pro-
vided for common areas, vacant lots or desert wash areas. Trees
for Tucson can help obtain any permits that might be required for
planting in the public right of way along the street. Advice on issues
such as utility line avoidance, traffic sight visibility and pedestrian
access can also be offered. Hands-on assistance and detailed infor-
mation on tree planting and planning for long-term care is provided
for residents for more information contact Trees For Tucson An
Urban Forestry Program of Tucson Clean & Beautiful Coordinator:
Doug Koppinger, 250-8220
Recycling in T ucson - Please call to confirm hours, locations, serv-
ices provided and materials accepted before bringing materials to
these locations. Downtown Don't Waste It! (Rise, Inc.), 791-2569 A
non-profit recycling program in partnership with the City Of Tucson.
Provides business "valet" recycling pickups from businesses in
Tucson's greater downtown area including Fourth Avenue and
University Boulevard. Also offers a free packing material and box
exchange. Green Valley Lions Recycling Center, 600 N. La Canada
Dr. in Green Valley.393-7493 or 625-0068 A nonprofit recycling proj-
ect; proceeds donated to a variety of local, national & international
programs. Co-sponsored by La Canoa Lions. This site accepts a
variety of paper, including newspaper, magazines, office paper, cat-
alogs, junk mail, and paper bags. Also accepts aluminum cans. cell
phones, eyeglasses, and hearing aids. 
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